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Marie Merine Lapick born in 1897, the youngest
daughter of Rosalia and Frank Paul Lapick. She was their
7th child. In sequence, Rose was the eldest, followed by
Gaetan, Rachele, Salvatore, Esther, Josephine and 10 years
later, Marie. She was the only one to progress past the 6th
After graduating from high school she went to 3 Catholic
L. #n school on the West side of Lakewood, St. Joseph academy,
o £ J where she majored in Music (Piano). She was one of the
e T first students to graduate from the Cleveland Music

Institute and was J pupil of the great pianist, Arthur Rubenstein.

Daniel started’taking lessons from her at the age of 5 and continued until he
was about 22. Bianca started at 4 and took lessons until she was 18. Frank took
lessons with Marie for about 2 years and quit when he wanted to play popular
music instead of classical! Josephine made trips across town from Lakewood to
Cleveland Heights every Saturday to take her children for their lessons.

Marie had a large grand piano in her living room at 2400 Euclid Heights Blvd,
and taught a few seflected students for many years. She would have recitals every
so often to let the students demonstrate their progress. With her younger
students she would let them play the tamborine or triangle to enhance their sense
of timing.

She often drove Gaetan’s big Pierce Arrow. Later she drove 2 Packard 120
and occasionally Gaetan’s plymouth convertible. Her last car was a fancy
Oldsmobile 88. Marie was very active in the Circle Francais French Club and
spoke French, Italian and English fluently. She gave yearly piano concerts for the
Circle. She was a good cook amd entertained frequently with her sister Rachel as
backup.

She communicated frequently with her father’s relatives in New York City,
Frank, John, Lewis and Mary Nobiletti. Dr. John is still living, Frank was a
football coach at Columbia University and a MD, but died young. Lewis was a piano
teacher and Mary, like her brothers, also graduated from Columbia and had a
doctorate in physics in addition to a law degree. They often visited Marie in
Cleveland.

For almost 30 years Marie and Gaetan attended the Cleveland Symphony
concerts each Thursday seated in special reserved seats.

While living at the Waldorf Towers at the top of Cedar Hill Marie passed away
suddenly from cancer at the age of 82 after only a two month illness. Even at
82 she could sit cross legged on the floor to play with children and get up without
effort. She never married, although she had many admirers, but devoted many
years to care for Gaetan who lived to be 96.
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